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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  1954 

Public  Health  Department, 
Drayton  Hall, 

West  Drayton, 
Middlesex. 
August,  1955. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Yiewsley  and 
West  Drayton  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1954. 

The  report  is  again  divided  into  two  parts,  Part  I  being 
devoted  to  medical  statistics  and  Part  II  to  the  report  of  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  health  of  the  district  has  remained  satisfactory  and  it 
is  pleasing  to  note  that  there  have  been  no  epidemics. 

There  was  a  notable  decrease  in  the  number  of  infectious 
diseases  except  Tuberculosis,  141  as  against  471  in  1953  and  the 
fact  that  only  one  case  of  food  poisoning  was  confirmed  during 
the  year  against  12  the  prevoius  year  reflects  credit  on  the  staff 
for  their  administration  of  the  acts  and  regulations  controlling 
food  premises. 

The  effects  of  Diphtheria  Immunisation  over  the  past  years 
are  clearly  manifested  in  the  very  satisfying  fact  that  no  cases 
have  been  notified  for  the  past  two  years. 

As  regards  the  notification  of  Tuberculosis  it  is  unfortunate 

to  note  that  32  new  cases  were  reported  against  20  the  previous 
year.  27  of  these  were  Pulmonary  cases  and  5  Non-pulmonary 

against  17  of  the  former  and  3  the  latter  for  1953,  but  there  was 
only  one  death  as  against  6  in  1953. 
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Commenting  briefly  on  the  vital  statistics  for  the  district,  the 
birth  rate  for  1954  is  18.40  per  1,000  resident  population  as  against 
17.23  for  1953.  The  Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  15.2. 

The  death  rate  is  10.3  per  1,000  population  compared  with  9.40 
for  1953,  although  the  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  11.3. 

The  two  main  causes  of  death  were  Cancer  (various  parts  of 
the  body)  36  and  Coronary  Disease  26 — 1953  Cancer  37,  Coronary 
Disease  26. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  like  to  point  out  that  the  amount  of 
work  now  carried  out  by  the  department  is  greater  than  ever 
before,  and  this  is  in  no  small  measure  due  to  the  increased  legis¬ 
lation  which  has  been  introduced  during  the  past  years  and  also 
to  the  expansion  of  London  Airport.  The  amount  of  imported 
food  at  London  Airport  has  greatly  increased  and  as  a  result  its 
inspection  has  entailed  much  more  work  for  our  staff.  Whenever 
notified  the  inspection  has  been  expeditiously  performed,  often 
at  very  awkward  hours. 

Inspection  of  hygienic  conditions  of  the  various  expanding 
food  centres  and  work  places  at  London  Airport  has  also  in¬ 
creased  the  work  of  our  staff. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  record  my  appreciation  to  all  members 
of  the  department  which  in  my  opinion  functions  very  efficiently. 
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SECTION  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  acres  .  5,277 

Total  population  1954  (Midsummer)  (estimated 

by  the  Registrar  General)  .  22,450 

Estimated  number  of  inhabited  dwellings  ...  6,371 

Rateable  value .  212,464 


Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  1954/55  .  £833  4s.  lid. 


Industry 

The  urban  district  is  now  becoming  quite  heavily  industri¬ 
alised  and  the  working  population  considerably  exceeds  the 
residential  population.  The  industries  are  mostly  light  in 
character  and  apart  from  one  lead  factory  there  are  no  dangerous 
industries. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 
(as  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General) 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 


Male 

Female 

Total 

229 

206 

435 

8 

7 

15 

237 

213 

450 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimate  resident  population  :  1954  18.40 

1953  17.23 

England  and  Wales  :  1954  15.02 

In  calculating  the  Birth  Rate  the  crude  figure  of  20.00  has 
been  adjusted  by  the  Registrar  General’s  Comparability  Factor 
for  this  district  of  0.92.  This  allows  for  sex  and  age  distribution 
and  enables  a  proper  comparison  to  be  made  with  other  districts. 

STILL  BIRTHS 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

7 

1 

8 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

2 

Total 

8 

2 

10 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  : 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1954 

22.22 

1953 

19.09 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000 

estimated 

population  : 

1954 

0.445 

1953 

0.356 

DEATHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

100 

79 

179 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of 

estimated 

population  : 

1954 

10.3 

1953 

9.40 

England 

and  Wales  : 

1954 

11.3 

This  figure  has  been  adjusted  from  7.98  by  the  use  of  the 
Registrar  General’s  Comparability  Factor  of  1.29. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  Nil 
Deaths  from  other  Puerperal  causes  Nil 
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Male  Female  Total  1953 


Cause  of  Death 


All  causes  . 

100 

79 

179 

164 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ... 

1 

- — 

1 

6 

Tuberculosis,  other . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Syphilitic  disease  . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Measles  . 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

3 

4 

11 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

5 

— 

5 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

3 

3 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

3 

3 

3 

Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms 

11 

7 

18 

16 

Diabetes  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Leukaemia  . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

10 

15 

25 

14 

Coronary  diseases,  angina . 

16 

6 

22 

26 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

3 

4 

7 

4 

Other  heart  disease . 

13 

18 

31 

28 

Other  circulatory  diseases . 

3 

4 

7 

5 

Influenza  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pneumonia  . 

4 

3 

7 

9 

Bronchitis  . 

4 

2 

6 

7 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

4 

— 

4 

9 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Congenital  malformation  . 

2 

2 

4 

2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  causes 

14 

5 

19 

8 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  . 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

— 

— 

— 

3 

All  other  accidents . 

2 

3 

5 

4 

Suicide . 

1 

_____ 

1 

1 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY 


Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  : 

Male  Female 

Legitimate  5  7 

Illegitimate  —  — 


Total  :  5  7 


Death  rate  on  infants  under  one  year  : 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  . 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ... 


Total 

12 
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1953  1954 

21.37  26.7 

21.37  26.7 


SECTION  B 


Laboratory  Facilities 

This  work  is  still  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  at  Reading,  and  the  service  has  been  most  satisfactory 
both  for  examinations  for  the  Public  Health  Department  and  for 
the  doctors  in  the  district,  although  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  a 
laboratory  in  closer  proximity  to  the  Urban  District  would  be 
better. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

This  service  is  operated  by  the  Middlesex  County  Council  and 
there  are  clinics  at  20,  High  Street,  Yiewsley  and  at  Harmonds- 
worth. 
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Erysipelas . 

Meningococcal  Infection 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  .. 

Food  Poisoning 


Tuberculosis 


ANALYSIS  OF  NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1954 

(LOCAL  RECORDS) 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Non-  Non- 

Respiratory  Respiratory  Respiratory  Respiratory 

Age  (yrs.) 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F  M  F 

0—  1 

o 

1 -  0 

5—15 

Z 

2 

1 

— 

— 

-  -  - 

15—25 

2 

3 

1 

— 

— 

—  —  — 

25—35 

4 

6 

1 

— 

—  —  — 

35—45 

4 

— 

1 

— 

—  —  — 

45—55 

— 

— 

1 

— 

—  —  — 

55—65 

1 

1 

— 

— 

—  _ —  — 

65  and  over 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

—  —  — 

Total 

16 

11 

2 

3 

1 

—  —  — 

Number  of  cases  remaining  on  the  register  : 

Respiratory  :  192  Non-respiratory  :  50 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant. 

Patrick  M.  J.  Bobbett, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1954 


August,  1955 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Yiewsley  and 

West  Drayton  Urban  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  eighth  Annual  Report. 

The  year  1954  was  marked  by  the  introduction  of  new  legis¬ 
lation  which  was  concerned  with  environmental  sanitation  and 
food  inspection.  The  legislation  referred  to  was  (1)  The  Housing 
Rents  and  Repairs  Act  1954  and  (2)  The  Food  and  Drugs  (Amend¬ 
ment)  Act  1954.  The  year  1954  also  saw  the  end  of  meat  rationing 
and  the  duty  of  providing  facilities  for  the  killing  and  inspection 
of  meat  was  hurriedly  thrust  on  Local  Authorities. 

Considering  the  irregular  and  inconvenient  times  that  meat 
inspection  requires  to  be  carried  out  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to 
state  that  100%  inspection  has  been  carried  out  and  that  every 
animal  slaughtered  has  been  inspected  to  ascertain  its  fitness  or 
otherwise  for  human  food. 

In  regard  to  the  Housing  Rents  and  Repairs  Act  1954,  it  was 
eagerly  honed  that  this  new  legislation  would  provide  Local 
Authorities  and  their  inspectors  with  a  positive  and  clearly 
defined  standard  for  a  fit  house  which  would  leave  beyond  doubt 
the  ambiguities  surrounding  previous  legislation.  Alas,  this  did 
not  happen  and  recent  County  Court  rulings  have  revealed,  in 
my  view,  grave  deficiencies  in  the  new  Act.  Although,  there  is 
considerable  disappointment  in  connection  with  the  Act  as  stated 
above,  there  were  other  provisions  which  were  widely  welcomed, 
i.e.  the  further  provisions  in  respect  of  clearance  areas  and  the 
easing  of  conditions  in  connection  with  Improvement  Grants. 

The  survey  of  properties  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the 
number  of  unfiit  houses  was  completed  during  the  year  and  it  is 


14 


hoped  that  it  will  be  possible  before  the  end  of  1955  to  submit 
reports  on  Clearance  Areas. 

It  is  with  similar  disappointment,  that  I  have  to  comment 
on  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Amendment)  Act  1954. 

Public  opinion  during  the  last  few  years  has  been  very  strong 
on  the  subject  of  food  hygiene  in  premises  where  food  is  manu¬ 
factured  and  sold,  and  again  it  was  hoped  that  new  measures 
would  strengthen  the  powers  of  Local  Authorities  to  bring  all 
these  types  of  premises  up  to  a  standard  which  the  general  public 
had  rightly  come  to  expect. 

Although  regulations  under  this  Act  may  be  made  by  the 
appropriate  Minister,  the  regulations  have  so  far  not  been  made, 
and  I  do  not  hold  an  optimistic  view  that  any  future  regulations 
will  be  sufficiently  strong  enough  to  control  these  establishments 
satisfactorily. 

It  will  be  seen  in  the  main  body  of  my  report  that  the 
amount  of  food  imported  to  London  Airport  was  greater  than  in 
any  previous  year*  this  showing  that  this  method  of  transporting 
commercial  consignments  of  food  has  come  to  stay  and  will 
probably  increase  to  greater  proportions.  The  calls  on  the 
Department  to  inspect  this  type  of  food  have  also  been  greater 
than  ever  before. 

The  following  report  shows  in  detail  the  amount  of  work 
carried  out  by  the  Department. 
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SECTION  D 


Water  Supply 

All  mains  water  is  supplied  from  a  deep  well  in  Horton  Road, 
but  in  addition  there  are  wells  at  Iver,  Ickenham  and  Rickmans- 
worth  which  are  all  interconnected  with  the  mains  of  this  area 
for  an  additional  supply  to  be  made  available  if  needed. 

As  regards  the  quality  of  the  water,  samples  of  both  raw  and 
treated  water  are  examined  bacteriologically  every  week  and 
chemical  analyses  are  carried  out  from  time  to  time  as  required. 
Three-hourly  readings  are  taken  to  ensure  the  chlorine  content 
of  the  outgoing  water  from  the  Horton  Road  station  is  correct. 

Below  is  a  typical  result  of  an  examination  carried  out  during 
the  year. 


Bacteriological  Examination 


Location  Type 
West 

Drayton  Raw 
P.S. 


Colonies  Colonies 
Residual  per  ml.  per  ml. 
Chlorine  2  days  3  days 

p.p.m.  37  C  20  C 


Presumptive 
Coliaerogenes 
Probable  number 

per  100  ml. 


0 


0 


0 


Treated  0.14  0  0  0 

Bad.  Coli 

(Type  I)  Probable 

number  per  100  ml. 


0 


Chemical  Examination 

Location  West  Drayton  Pumping  Station.  Raio  or  Treated  Treated. 
Colour  5  Hazen  Ammonia  (N) 

Turbidity  (Si02)  3  p.p.m. 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  (N)  .020  p.p.m. 

Oxygen  Absorbed  (4  hrs.  27°  C,0)  —  p.p.m. 

Chloride  (Cl)  21  p.p.m. 

Alkalinity  (CaC03)  240  p.p.m.  Electrical  Conductivity  (20° C)  500 


.123  p.p.m. 

Odour  Nil 
Taste  Normal 
PH  7.5 
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Hardness  (CaC03)  Carbonate  235  p.p.m.  Total  Solids  (180°C)  340 

p.p.m. 


Non-Carbonate  Nil  p.p.m.  Suspended  Solids  (105° C)  —  p.p.m. 


Total 

235 

p.p.m. 

Nitrate  (N) 

0.2 

p.p.m. 

Residual  Chlorine 

(C12)  .14 

p.p.m.  Nitrate  (N) 

.28 

p.p.m. 

Metals  Copper 

.03 

p.p.m. 

Fluoride  (F) 

1.76 

p.p.m. 

Iron 

.07 

p.p.m. 

Sulphate  (S04) 

31.0 

p.p.m. 

Zinc 

.1 

p.p.m. 

Calcium  (Ca) 

58 

p.p.m. 

Magnesium  (Mg) 

19.8 

p.p.m. 

Remarks  :  Satisfactory. 

There  are  no  areas  without  mains  water,  but  14  isolated 
properties  still  rely  on  wells  for  water  supply.  There  are  8  wells 
serving  the  14  properties,  8  of  which  it  is  anticipated  will  be 
demolished  in  the  Council’s  Slum  Clearance  programme. 

General  Sanitary  Conditions 

In  the  sewered  areas  each  house  has  a  separate  water  closet, 
but  in  the  unsewered  areas  there  are  still  89  pail  closets.  These 
are  emptied  weekly  by  the  service  provided  by  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment. 

In  the  unsewered  areas,  namely  Longford  and  The  Common, 
together  with  other  isolated  parts  of  the  district,  there  are  83 
cesspools  and  this  Authority  has  undertaken  the  general  duties 
connected  with  the  emptying  of  cesspools.  When  the  sewering  of 
Longford  is  completed  the  opportunity  of  abolishing  some  40 
cesspools  will  present  itself. 
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Public  Cleansing 


(a)  Refuse  Collection  : 

The  “  relay  ”  system  of  refuse  collection  is  in  operation 
for  the  collection  of  refuse  throughout  the  town  and  for  the 
majority  of  the  year  it  was  possible  to  maintain  a  weekly 
collection — but  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  labour 
the  slightest  trouble  resulted  in  a  falling  off  of  the  service. 
It  was  only  possible  to  maintain  the  service  by  working 
considerable  overtime  and  this  is  both  bad  for  the  service 
and  for  the  employees. 

(b)  Refuse  Disposal : 

It  is  fortunate  that  the  method  of  disposing  refuse  in 
this  district  by  controlled  tipping  is  possible  for  several 
years  to  come  owing  to  the  availability  of  suitable  land  for 
tipping.  Gravel  excavating  is  still  operating  in  this  area,  so 
that  to  reclaim  these  excavations  which  would  otherwise  be 
a  danger  and  an  eyesore,  is  serving  a  useful  purpose. 

This  Council  has  continued  to  accept  the  refuse  of  the 
Boroughs  of  Acton  and  Brentford  and  Chiswick. 

The  wealth  of  raw  material  in  refuse  is  an  established 
fact,  and  this  authority  has  endeavoured  for  many  years  to 
salvage  all  that  could  possibly  be  separated  by  household 
refuse.  This  has  been  achieved  in  the  past  by  the  simple 
system  of  hand  picking  and  sorting,  but  last  year  an  experi¬ 
mental  conveyer  and  picking  belt  was  operating  which 
proved  beyond  doubt  to  be  sound  in  principle  and  successful 
for  the  amount  of  refuse  with  which  it  was  possible  to  deal. 
A  highly  mechanised  salvage  plant  to  deal  with  all  the 
refuse  received  by  this  authority  would  appear  to  be  highly 
desirable,  as  this  would  serve  two  purposes  (1)  A  greater 
amount  of  scrap  material  would  be  returned  to  industry  and 
(2)  Land  would  be  conserved  and  so  extend  the  tipping  life. 
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Included  in  Item  A  is  the  purchase  price  of  the  new  Refuse  Collection  Vehicle. 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND 
ADMINISTRATIVE  DUTIES 


Inspections  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act  .  145 

„  ,,  Public  Health  Act  829 

„  „  Housing  Act  360 

,,  „  Water  Act  .  5 

„  „  Middlesex  County  Council  Act  1944  ...  2 

„  re  Infectious  Diseases  .  51 

„  re  Overcrowding  .  2 

„  re  Complaints  .  437 

Routine  Council  House  Inspections  .  150 

Drainage  Inspections  .  107 

Drains  tested  . 2 

Houses  let  in  lodgings  .  1 

Camping  sites  inspected .  4 

Tents,  Vans  and  sheds .  185 

Offensive  trades  .  1 

Piggeries  inspected  13 

Aircraft  inspected .  3 

Factories  (Mechanical)  inspected  .  64 

Factories  (Non-Mechanical)  inspected  .  2 

Workplaces  inspected  .  3 

Outworkers  premises  .  11 

Cinemas,  Public  Halls,  etc.  inspected .  2 

Public  Conveniences  .  14 

Schools  inspected .  6 

Shops  inspected  .  31 

Vacant  land  and  dumps .  8 

Rodent  Control  .  81 

Verminous  rooms  (Council  Houses)  .  6 

Verminous  rooms  (Private  Houses)  .  6 

Insect  Pests  15 

Re-Visits  .  505 

Prospective  Council  House  tenants  .  285 

Smoke  Observations  .  3 

Boiler  Plants  inspected .  3 

Visits  to  Council’s  Tips .  41 

Visits  to  Refuse  Collecting  Gangs  .  24 

Interviews  with  Owners,  etc .  84 

Committee  Meetings  attended . 45 

Council  Meetings  attended  .  8 

Miscellaneous  visits  .  340 

Visits  to  work  in  progress  .  45 

Petroleum  installations  .  21 

Visits  to  Council  Depot  .  170 
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DEFECTS  REMEDIED  AND  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED 


Dwelling  Houses 

Roofs — repaired  or  renewed  .  34 

External  walls — pointed  or  rendered  .  10 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  or  rebuilt  .  5 

Gutters  cleared,  repaired  or  renewed .  11 

Rainwater  pipes  cleared,  repaired  or  renewed .  5 

External  painting  carried  out  .  3 

Wall  plaster  repaired  or  renewed  .  29 

Ceilings  repaired  or  renewed  . .  23 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  .  19 

Sub-floor  ventilation  provided  or  improved  .  5 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed  .  31 

Sashcords  renewed  .  14 

Additional  lighting  provided  .  1 

Additional  Ventilation  provided .  2 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed .  9 

Walls  cleansed  or  redecorated  .  18 

Ceilings  cleansed  or  redecorated .  24 

Woodwork  repainted  2 

Firegrates  renewed  or  repaired  .  5 

Cooking  ranges  renewed  or  repaired  .  1 

Washing  coppers  provided  or  repaired . .  ...  2 

Sinks — new  provided  2 

Sinks — wastepipes  repaired,  renewed  or  trapped  ...  5 

Repairs  to  water  supplies  .  • .  4 

Hot  water  systems  repaired  .  3 

Gypsys’  vans  removed  .  85 

Miscellaneous  defects  remedied .  4 


Drainage 

Choked  drains  cleared  . 

Old  drains  repaired . 

Inspection  chambers  repaired 

New  drains  provided  . 

New  gullies  . 

New  Inspection  Chambers  provided 
Vents  and  soil  pipes  renewed 

Dustbins 

New  provided .  143 


3 
5 

4 
3 

1 

1 
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Rodent  Control 


The  Department  employs  one  Rodent  Operative  for  this  work 
who  carries  out  all  treatment,  the  work  of  supervision  and  in¬ 
vestigation  being  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

Dwell- 

All  other 

Local 

mg 

Agri- 

properties 

Authority 

Houses 

cultural 

including 

business  Total 

1. 

Number  of  properties  in 
Local  Authority’s  District 

28 

6076 

28 

706 

6838 

2. 

Number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  as  a  result  of  : 

(a)  Notification  . 

61 

89 

5 

35 

190 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g.  when 

11 

12 

3 

5 

31 

visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose)  . 

_ 

_____ 

___ 

- 

3. 

Total  inspections  carried 
out  including  re-inspec- 
tions.  (To  be  completed 
only  if  figures  are  readily 
available)  . 

145 

210 

8 

82 

445 

4. 

Number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  (in  Sect.  II)  which 
were  found  to  be  infested 
by  : 

(Major 

11 

10 

8 

9 

38 

(a)  Rats  (Minor 

44 

70 

— 

21 

135 

(Major 

2 

— 

— 

3 

5 

(b)  Mice  (Minor 

15 

20 

— 

7 

42 

5. 

Number  of  infested  prop¬ 
erties  (in  Sect.  IV)  treated 
by  the  L. A. (Figures  should 
NOT  exceed  those  given 
at  Sect.  IV)  . 

72 

100 

8 

40 

220 

6. 

Total  treatments  carried 
out  —  including  re-treat¬ 
ments  (To  be  completed 
only  if  figures  are  readily 
available  . 

72 

100 

40 

212 

7. 

Number  of  notices  served 
under  Section  4  of  the 
Act  : 

(a)  Treatment  . 

(b)  Structural  Work  (i.e. 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

Proofing  . 

— 

1 

— 

2 

3 

8. 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
default  action  was  taken 
following  the  issue  of  a 
notice  under  Section  4  of 
the  Act  . 

9. 

Legal  Proceedings  (see 
overleaf  . 

10. 

Number  of  “Block”  control 
schemes  carried  out 
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FOOD  INSPECTIONS 


Number  of  food  premises  in  the  area  and  number  of 
inspections  made. 


No.  of 

Shops  Inspections 

Grocers  . 

Cafes,  Restaurants,  Snack  Bars 

and 

44 

43 

Canteens  . 

•  •  • 

31 

84 

Greengrocers  . 

17 

17 

Sweet  shops  and  ice  cream  . 

17 

8 

Confectionery  and  bread  . 

9 

4 

Fried  fish  and  chip  shops  . 

9 

5 

Butchers . 

18 

53 

Public  Houses  and  Off  Licences  ... 

24 

10 

Chemists  ...  . 

5 

2 

Bakehouses  . 

6 

5 

OTHER  FOOD  INSPECTIONS 


Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  .  2 

Ice  Cream  Hawkers  .  5 

Street  Traders  and  Hawkers  .  2 

Ministry  of  Food  Buffer  Depot  ...  ...  -5 

Imported  Food,i  London  Airport  .  390 

Ice  Cream  Samples  .  21 

Water  Samples .  30 

Milk  Samples  .  2 
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FACTORIES 


1.  Inspection  of  Factories 


No.  on  No.  of  No.  of  No.  of 
Register  Inspee-  Written  Prosecu- 
Premises  tions  Notices  tions 


1.  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1-4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced 


by  L.A . 

5 

2 

-  - 

2. 

Factories  not  included  in 

Section  1  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  L.A . 

139 

62 

9  — 

3. 

Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 

L.A.  (excluding  Outworkers 

premises)  . 

2 

2 

Total  : 

146 

66 

9  — 

9 

Lj  • 

Defects  found  in  Factories 

No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  No.  of  cases  in 

were  found  which  prosecutions 

Referred  to  L.A.  by  H.M.  were  instituted 
Inspector 

Particulars  Found  Remedied 

1. 

Want  of  cleanliness . 

6 

6  — 

-  - 

2. 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

3. 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient  . 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  .. 

3 

3  — 

—  — 

Total  : 

9 

9  — 

—  — 

3.  Outworkers 

There  are  eight  Outworkers,  all  of  whom  were  visited  during 
the  year.  Conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  in  every  case. 
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SECTION  E 


HOUSING 

Inspections  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year 

1.  a.  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  defects 

(under  the  Public  Health  Act  1936  or  Housing  Act) 

and  slum  clearance  survey  . 245 

b.  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose  ...  360 

2.  a.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

heading  (a)  above  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925-1932  75 

b.  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose .  75 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  (slum  clearance  survey) .  75 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (inclusive  of  those  re¬ 

ferred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  (slum  clearance  survey)  .  125 

Defects  remedied  during  the  year  without  service  of 
Formal  Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  .  43 

Action  under  Statutory  Forcers  during  the  year 

1.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act  1936  : 

a.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  .  3 

b.  Number  of  dwellings  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices  : 

(i)  By  owners  3 

(ii)  By  the  Local  Authority  in  default  of  ov/ners  ...  — 
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Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act  1936 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied, 

including  Notices  under  Section  75  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  1936  40 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  a  formal  notice  : 

a.  By  owners  .  14 

b.  By  owners  after  Nuisance  Order  made .  — 

c.  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .  4 

Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act  1936 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  — 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Order  — 

3.  Houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  undertakings  and 

closing  orders  4 

4.  Parts  of  Buildings  Closed  .  1 

Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act  1936 

Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  1 

Housing  Rents  and  Repairs  Act  1954 
Certificates  of  Disrepair 

From  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  above  Act  to  the  end 
of  1954  only  7  applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair  were  made, 
of  which  5  were  granted  and  2  refused. 

It  does  appear  that  property  owners  are  reluctant  to  serve 
the  prescribed  forms  on  tenants  to  request  the  permitted  rent 
increase,  because  a  condition  justifying  an  increase  of  rent  is 
that  the  house  shall  be  in  good  repair. 

An  application  for  a  Certificate  of  Disrepair  may  well  result 
in  a  landlord  having  to  remedy  a  comprehensive  list  of  defects 
to  bring  the  house  up  to  the  good  repair  standard. 
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Improvement  Grants 

It  did  appear  that  the  Housing  Rents  and  Repairs  Act,  1954, 
having  revised  the  machinery  for  obtaining  grants  to  convert  or 
improve  property,  would  be  attractive  to  landlords  much  more 
than  it  was  in  1949. 

This  authority  agreed  to  make  grants  to  interested  owners 
and  information  concerning  Improvement  Grants  was  promul¬ 
gated  through  the  local  press  on  several  occasions  but  the  results 
have  been  most  disappointing. 

Only  12  enquiries  were  received  up  to  the  end  of  1954  and  no 
grants  were  made  during  the  year  under  review. 


SECTION  F 


FOOD  HYGIENE 

It  has  not  been  possible  this  year  to  give  the  same  attention 
to  food  premises  as  that  given  in  1953,  because  of  new  demands 
made  upon  the  department  by  meat  inspection  duties  and  the 
work  involved  in  conducting  a  survey  of  potential  slum  clearance 
areas. 

There  was  only  one  confirmed  case  of  food  poisoning  notified 
during  the  year,  and  this  could  not  be  attributed  to  faulty  hand¬ 
ling  in  any  establishment  where  food  was  prepared  or  handled. 
It  does  appear  that  the  attention  given  to  all  food  premises  dur¬ 
ing  1953  when  every  type  was  inspected  at  least  once,  has  had 
good  effect,  and  also  reflects  credit  upon  the  food  handling  trade. 

Food  Inspection 


The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  food  condemned 
during  the  year  under  review7,  this  does  not  include  meat  con¬ 
demned  at  the  Slaughterhouse. 


Tinned  Ham  . 

Lbs. 

.  167 

Liver  . 

Lbs. 

.  128 

,,  Meat  . . 

.  299 

Sausages 

Fruit  . 

.  47 

Milk  . 

.  21 

.  898 

27 


Fruit  . 

....  227 

Fish  . 

.  84 

Soup  . 

2 

Cheese  . 

.  161 

Vegetables  ... 

.  123 

Rabbits  . 

30 

ff 

Fish  . 

.  2246 

Poultry  . 

.  355 

Pork 

.  126 

Sweets  . 

.  7 

Beef 

.  544 

Meat  Pies  . 

7 

Ice  Cream 

21  Ice  Cream  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  under 
review  and  the  results  of  these,  which  are  highly  satisfactory,  are 
shown  in  the  provisional  grades  below. 

Grade  No.  of  Samples 

1  19 

2  — 

3  1 

4  4 

The  one  unsatisfactory  sample  was  investigated  and,  after 
advice  was  given,  a  follow  up  sample  gave  a  Grade  1  result. 

Meat  Inspection 

One  slaughterhouse  licence  was  issued  during  the  year,  sub¬ 
ject  to  certain  repairs  being  carried  out  to  bring  the  premises  up 
to  a  satisfactory  standard.  Although  slaughtering  has  been 
carried  out  at  inconvenient  and  irregular  times,  every  animal 
killed  for  human  consumption  was  inspected.  In  addition  to 
ordinary  meat  inspection  duties,  this  slaughterhouse  is  designated 
by  the  Ministry  of  Food  as  a  certified  deadweight  centre  for  pigs, 
and  the  eligible  pigs  are  graded,  weighed  and  certified  for  pay¬ 
ment. 

Details  of  the  animals  inspected  are  as  follows  :  — 

Beasts  Cows  Calves  Sheep  Pigs 

153  44  3  73  2,497 

As  a  result  of  the  above  inspections,  it  was  necessary  to  con¬ 
demn  4,688  lbs.  of  meat  which  included  the  entire  carcases  and 
organs  of  5  beasts  and  7  pigs. 
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Milk  Supply 


Milk  Special  Designation  Regulations 
The  following  licences  were  issued  : 
Dealers’  Licences 


Pasteurised 
Tuberculin  tested 
Sterilised 


2 

2 

2 


All  the  milk  sold  in  the  district  is  designated,  and  3  samples 
taken  from  the  bulk  suppliers  to  the  area  proved  to  be  satis¬ 
factory. 

Supplementary  Licences 


Pasteurised 
Tuberculin  tested 
Sterilised 


6 

5 

6 


Disinfection 

Disinfection,  when  required,  is  carried  out  at  St.  John’s 
Hospital,  Hillingdon. 

Assistance  has  been  given  on  several  occasions  to  the  Ministry 
of  Transport  and  Civil  Aviation,  by  arranging  for  the  disinfection 
of  articles  of  clothing  from  infected  aircraft  at  London  Airport. 


PORT  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION 


Because  of  its  vast  development  since  1954,  London  Airport 
has  come  to  be  regarded  by  the  Health  Department  as  a  small 
town  and  indeed,  so  it  is.  Altogether  employed  on  the  port  are 
some  15,000  people,  and  no  small  number  of  offices,  factories,  food 
premises,  etc.  are  needed  to  accommodate  and  cater  for  these 
people.  In  addition  there  are  shops,  a  public  enclosure  with 
amusements,  refuse  collection  and  a  certain  amount  of  sewage 
disposal,  rodent  control,  the  inspection  of  imported  food  and 
water  sampling,  all  of  which  requires  the  attention  and  super¬ 
vision  of  the  Department’s  Staff. 
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1.  Food  Inspection 

The  quantity  of  food  inspected  this  year  constitutes  a  record 
since  London  Airport  started  functioning.  There  were  187  tons 
imported,  which  necessitated  390  visits  being  made  by  inspectors, 
mostly  at  night-time. 

Four  contraventions  of  the  Public  Health  (Imported  Food) 
Regulations,!  1937  and  1948  were  discovered.  These  consignments 
had  no  official  certificates  attached  and  were  eventually  re¬ 
exported. 

Details  of  the  various  types  of  foodstuffs  inspected  are  shown 
below  :  — 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Cheese  . 

.  .  .  •  •  • 

20 

15 

1 

11 

Vegetables 

...  •  •  ♦ 

31 

7 

— 

15 

Fruit  . 

...  ... 

8 

16 

— 

19 

Cooked  Meats 

...  ... 

17 

17 

1 

13 

Fresh,  chilled,  frozen 

meat  and 

offal 

24 

9 

2 

3 

Salami  and  sausages 

...  ... 

56 

8 

— 

20 

Prawns  . 

.  .  «  ... 

9 

0 

0 

4 

Confectionery 

...  ... 

— 

18 

2 

— - 

Pate  de  Fois  Gras 

...  ... 

11 

16 

2 

4 

Frogs  Legs 

...  ... 

— 

— 

2 

16 

Tinned  Food 

...  ... 

— 

12 

— 

15 

Fish  . 

...  ... 

— 

17 

— 

— 

Shellfish  . . 

...  ... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Snails  . 

...  ... 

— 

— 

— 

27 

Sweets  . 

...  ... 

— 

19 

— 

1 

Butter  . 

...  ... 

— 

11 

1 

2 

Margarine 

... 

... 

2 

15 

2 

— 

Mustard  . 

... 

... 

— 

3 

1 

18 

Total— 

-1954 

187 

2 

— 

1 
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2.  Food  Premises 

Equal,  if  not  more  attention  was  given  to  the  many  and 
varied  types  of  food  establishments  of  the  Airport,  to  ensure  that 
a  high  standard  of  hygiene  was  maintained. 

When  one  considers  the  large  number  of  employees  engaged 
on  London  Airport,  the  increasing  number  of  passengers  using 
air  transport,  and  practically  a  24  hour  service  in  all  food  estab¬ 
lishments,  it  is  obvious  to  see  why  a  strict  attention  to  hygiene 
is  important. 

3.  Rodent  Control 

The  control  of  rodents  on  the  Airport  is  dealt  with  by  an 
operator  of  the  Middlesex  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  who 
is  employed  exclusively  at  London  Airport. 

In  the  event  of  incoming  aircraft  having  rodents  aboard,  the 
aircraft  is  fumigated  with  Hydrogen  Cyanide  and  any  rodents 
discovered  after  fumigation  are  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Labor¬ 
atory  for  examination. 

4.  Aircraft  Water  Supplies 

Of  39  samples  of  drinking  water  taken  during  the  year,  19 
proved  to  be  unsatisfactory,  and  this  result  is  very  disappointing 
after  the  noticeable  improvement  during  1953.  The  problem  is 
by  no  means  a  simple  one  but  negotiations  are  proceeding  with  a 
major  airways  company  for  the  perfection  of  a  routine  for  the 
proper  cleaning  of  water  containers  and  it  is  hoped  a  satisfactory 
solution  will  be  reached  very  shortly. 


Conclusion 

The  year  under  review  was  a  very  hard  one  and  it  was  only 
possible  to  carry  out  the  work  on  which  I  have  reported  with  the 
willing  co-operation  of  the  members  of  the  department  for  which 
I  am  most  grateful  and  I  also  wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of 
the  manner  in  which  other  departments  of  the  Council  have 
helped  the  department.  Finally,  none  of  the  work  would  have 
been  possible  but  for  the  support  and  encouragement  of  the 
Council  particularly  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

I  am.  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Makin, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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